
 
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

July 4, 2021 -  8:00 AM 
 
AS WE GATHER 
Today, our nation celebrates its place as the land of the free and the home of the brave. At times, this 
reality causes us to thump our chest to let the world know how great we are. The apostle Paul, too, 
could claim his place among the greats. Paul was “circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. But whatever gain I had, I 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ” (Philippians 3:5–7). Yet, he was not mightier than the thorn. As 
Paul followed Jesus, he was plagued by a thorn in the flesh to keep him from becoming conceited. He 
asked God to take it away, and God said, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made 
perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). So, too, God’s grace is sufficient for us no matter where 
this life takes us, because when we are weak, then we are strong. 
 
WELCOME & GREETING 
 
OPENING HYMN                        “Before You, Lord, We Bow”   [LSB 966; vs. 1-4]    Public Domain 
 

Vs.1 Before You, Lord, we bow, 
Our God who reigns above 
And rules the world below, 
Boundless in pow’r and love. 
Our thanks we bring 
In joy and praise, 
Our hearts we raise 
To You, our King! 

 

Vs.2 The nation You have blest 
May well Your love declare, 
From foes and fears at rest, 
Protected by Your care. 
For this bright day, 
 For this fair land— 
Gifts of Your hand— 
Our thanks we pay. 

 

Vs.3 May ev’ry mountain height, 
Each vale and forest green, 
Shine in Your Word’s pure light, 
And its rich fruits be seen! 
May ev’ry tongue 
Be tuned to praise 
And join to raise 
A grateful song. 

 

Vs.4 Earth, hear your Maker’s voice; 
Your great Redeemer own; 
Believe, obey, rejoice, 
And worship Him alone. 
Cast down your pride, 
Your sin deplore, 
And bow before 
The Crucified. 

 



 
  

 
INVOCATION 
  

Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen. 
   
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the Republic 
 for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
 
THE PLEDGE TO THE CROSS OF CHRIST 
 

 I pledge allegiance to the cross of our Lord, Jesus Christ. And to the faith for which it 
 stands. One Savior eternal, with mercy and grace for all. 
 
HYMN                                       “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”   Public Domain 
 

Vs.1  My country, 'tis of Thee, 
 Sweet Land of Liberty 
 Of thee I sing; 
 Land where my fathers died, 
 Land of the pilgrims' pride, 
 From every mountain side 
 Let Freedom ring. 
 

Vs.2  Our fathers' God to Thee, 
 Author of liberty, 
 To Thee we sing. 
 Long may our land be bright, 
 With freedom's holy light, 
 Protect us by Thy might, 
 Great God our King! 

 

OPENING SENTENCES    1 Corinthians 10:12–13; Hebrews 4:15–16 
 

Pastor:  Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has 
 overtaken you that is not common to man. 
People:   God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
 temptation He will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 
  
Pastor: For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
 one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
People: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive 
 mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 
  
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION        Philippians 1:6; 2:7–8 
  

Pastor:   Most merciful God, 
People:   we confess to You our pride, arrogance, and boasting. Forgive us for all our sins in 
 our thoughts, words, and works for the sake of Jesus, who “made Himself nothing, 
 taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found in 
 human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
 death on a cross.” 
  

Pastor:   In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us. For Jesus’ sake, as a 
 called and ordained servant of Christ, I forgive you for all of your sins of thoughts, words, 
 and works in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen. 
  

Pastor:   And I am sure of this, that He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at 
 the day of Jesus Christ. 
People: Amen. 
 
                
 

 
 



 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE   “Before You, Lord, We Bow”   [LSB  966; vs. 5]   Public Domain 
 

Vs.5 And when in pow’r He comes, 
     Oh, may our native land 
 From all its rending tombs 
    Send forth a glorious band, 
 A countless throng, 
     With joy to sing 
    To heav’n’s high King 
 Salvation’s song!

SALUTATION 
 
 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 
People: Gracious and ever-loving God, we thank and praise You for the freedom we have in 
 You and also the freedom we celebrate today in our nation. 
  

Pastor:   As Your grace has been sufficient for Your people throughout all time, grant that it be 
 sufficient for us as well for Your power is made perfect in our weaknesses; 
People:   through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
 Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING   Isaiah 44:6-8      

 Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: “I am the 
 first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let 
 him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare 
 what is to come, and what will happen. Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of 
 old and declared it?  And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no 
 Rock; I know not any.” 
 

Pastor:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CONNECT TIME   

During this time please use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card online 
at  www.trinitymerrill.com/live, text any prayer requests to 715-200-4546, and text your giving 
amount to 833-341-0335. You can also visit www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about 
other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. 

 
EPISTLE  READING   Romans 8:18-27 
 

 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
 that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
 sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who 
 subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and 
 obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
 has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. And not only the creation, 
 but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 
 adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope 



 that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do 
 not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we 
 ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he 
 who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for 
 the saints according to the will of God.  
 

Pastor:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43     
 

Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the thirteenth chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 [Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be 
 compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, but while his men were sleeping, his 
 enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. So when the plants 
 came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. And the servants of the master of 
 the house came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How 
 then does it have weeds?’ He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said 
 to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the 
 weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow together until the harvest, and 
 at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be 
 burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

 

 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, saying, 
 “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the 
 good seed is the Son of Man. The field is the world, and the good seed is the children of 
 the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is 
 the devil. The harvest is the close of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the 
 weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the close of the age. The Son of 
 Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
 law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and 
 gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
 He who has ears, let him hear. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”   [LSB 746]  Public Domain 
 
 

Vs.1 Through Jesus’ blood and merit 
I am at peace with God. 
What, then, can daunt my spirit, 
However dark my road? 
My courage shall not fail me, 
For God is on my side; 
Though hell itself assail me, 
Its rage I may deride. 

 
 

 
 

 
Vs.2 There’s nothing that can sever 

From this great love of God; 
No want, no pain whatever, 
No famine, peril, flood. 
Though thousand foes surround me, 
For slaughter mark His sheep, 
They never shall confound me, 
The vict’ry I shall reap. 

 

 



 
 
 
Vs.3 For neither life’s temptation 

Nor death’s most trying hour 
Nor angels of high station 
Nor any other pow’r 
Nor things that now are present 
Nor things that are to come 

Nor height, however pleasant, 
Nor darkest depths of gloom 

 

Vs.4 Nor any creature ever 
Shall from the love of God 
This ransomed sinner sever; 
For in my Savior’s blood 
This love has its foundation; 
God hears my faithful prayer 
And long before creation 
Named me His child and heir. 

 

SERMON    
 
APOSTLES’  CREED 
 
 

People:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus Christ, 
 His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin 
 Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried; He 
 descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
 heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall 
 come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian 
 Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
 body; and the life everlasting. Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy  
 will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
        forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
   lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
           and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  
BENEDICTION     
  

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.              Numbers 6:24–26 
People:   Amen. 
  

 
CLOSING HYMN                      “God Bless Our Native Land”     [LSB 965] Public Domain 
 

Vs.1 God bless our native land; 
Firm may she ever stand 
Through storm and night. 
When the wild tempests rave, 
Ruler of wind and wave, 
Do Thou our country save 
By Thy great might.    

Vs.2 So shall our prayers arise 
To God above the skies; 
On Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, 
Guarding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry: 
 God save the state! 

Today’s radio broadcast is sponsored in loving memory of Dennis Fromfeld by his wife Mabel & family. 
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