
 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
May 16,  2021 -  8:00 AM 

 
AS WE GATHER 

Some of the most memorable portraits of Jesus shared with us by the Gospel writers depict 
times when He prayed. We remember Him teaching the disciples to pray when He was on the 
mountain, sharing the heart of His teaching. We have the powerful portrait of Him praying in 
the Garden of Gethsemane the night He was betrayed. And in John’s Gospel is recorded what 
is known as the High Priestly Prayer of our Lord. Jesus prayed for His people during His 
earthly ministry; He continues that praying for us. In his first epistle, John writes that “we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous” (1 John 2:1). There is holy 
conversation in heaven just as sure as there is holy conversation on earth when we pray! 

 
OPENING SONG                   “Crown Him With Many Crowns”    [LSB 525; vs 1-4]  Public Domain 
 

Vs.1 Crown Him with many crowns, 
The Lamb upon His throne; 
Hark how the heav’nly anthem drowns 
All music but its own. 
Awake, my soul, and sing 
Of Him who died for thee, 
And hail Him as thy matchless king 
Through all eternity. 

 

Vs.2 Crown Him the virgin’s Son, 
The God incarnate born, 
Whose arm those crimson trophies won 
Which now His brow adorn: 
Fruit of the mystic rose, 
Yet of that rose the stem, 
The root whence mercy ever flows, 
The babe of Bethlehem. 

 

   Vs.3 Crown Him the Lord of love. 
Behold His hands and side, 
Rich wounds, yet visible above, 
In beauty glorified. 
No angels in the sky 
Can fully bear that sight, 
But downward bend their wond’ring eyes 
At mysteries so bright. 

 

Vs.4 Crown Him the Lord of life, 
Who triumphed o’er the grave 
And rose victorious in the strife 
For those He came to save. 
His glories now we sing, 
Who died and rose on high, 
Who died eternal life to bring 
And lives that death may die.

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen. 
 
 



OPENING SENTENCES   Psalm 6:9; 54:1–2; 102:1–2 
  

Pastor:  Hear my prayer, O Lord; 
People:  let my cry come to You! 
  
Pastor:   Do not hide Your face from me in the day of my distress! 
People:   Incline Your ear to me; answer me speedily in the day when I call! 
  
Pastor: O God, save me, by Your name, and vindicate me by Your might. 
People:  O God, hear my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth. 
  
Pastor:  The Lord has heard my plea; 
People:  the Lord accepts my prayer. 
   
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

Pastor:   Let us humble ourselves before God and confess our sins to Him, praying for His gracious 
 forgiveness. 

 

Pastor:    O Lord God Almighty, We confess that we are sinful human beings by nature and by 
 deed. We have not always put You first. We have used Your holy name in ways that do not 
 honor You and have not been constant in prayer and devotion. We have not always been 
 thoughtful caretakers of Your creation and have not shared its bounty with others at all 
 times. We have not kept our thoughts, words, and deeds fully pure and honorable. 

People: More than that, we have sinned in ways we know and in ways we do not even 
recognize. We have coveted that which is not rightfully ours and have not put the 
best construction on all things and on all people. Have mercy on us, O Lord. Forgive 
us all our sins, and finally by Your grace bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor:    The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all your 
 sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your 
 sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE     “Crown Him With Many Crowns”   [LSB 525; vs. 5]   Public Domain 
 

Vs.5 Crown Him the Lord of heav’n, 
     Enthroned in worlds above, 
 Crown Him the king to whom is giv’n 
     The wondrous name of Love. 
 Crown Him with many crowns 
     As thrones before Him fall; 
 Crown Him, ye kings, with many crowns, 
     For He is king of all. 

 
SALUTATION 
 

 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Let us pray.  O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave  
 us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the 
 Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 



FIRST READING  Acts 1:12–26  
 

 

  Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
 Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away.  

 

  And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying, 
 Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 
 James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these 
 with one accord  were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary 
 the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 

  In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all about 
 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
 beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 
 arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
 ministry.”  (Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 
 headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it became  known  
 to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 
 Akeldama, that  is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of Psalms, “‘May his camp 
 become desolate, and let there be no one to dwell in it’; and “‘Let another take his office.’ 
 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus 
 went in and out among  us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was 
 taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 
 And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and 
 Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which 
 one of these two you have chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
 which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and the lot 
 fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

 CONNECT TIME   
During this time please use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card online at  
www.trinitymerrill.com/live, text any prayer requests to 715-200-4546, and text your giving 
amount to 833-341-0335. You can also visit www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about 
other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. 

 
EPISTLE 1 John 5:9–15    

 

 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony 
 of God that he has borne concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the 
 testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has 
 not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. And this is the 
 testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son 
 has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 

 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know 
 that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask 
 anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we 
 ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 

 

Pastor:     This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
  
 



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
HOLY GOSPEL    John 17:11b–19 

 

Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 
 Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 
 we are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 
 have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son of destruction, that 
 the Scripture might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the 
 world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given them your word, and 
 the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I 
 do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 
 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word 
 is truth. As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their 
 sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 HYMN OF THE DAY                   “In Holy Conversation”   [LSB 772]  Public domain. 
 

Vs.1 In holy conversation 
We speak to God in prayer, 
And at His invitation 
Our deepest thoughts we share. 
We come, His will obeying, 
As children bringing needs; 
And to support our praying, 
His Spirit intercedes. 

 

Vs.2 These holy conversations 
Begin in childlike ways; 
We bring our supplications 
And words of thanks and praise. 
With care our Father listens 
To ev’ry thought expressed, 
Then answers our petitions 
In ways He knows are best. 

    Vs.3 As holy conversation, 
    In silence or by word, 
    In ev’ry situation 
    Through Jesus, we are heard. 
    So let us pray securely, 
    Expressing hopes and fears 
    With confidence that surely 
    Our Father ever hears. 

         © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012749. 
 

 SERMON     
 
 APOSTLES’  CREED 

 
 

People:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus
 Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the 
 Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried; He 
 descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
 heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall 
 come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
 Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the  resurrection 
 of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen 

 



 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

SPECIAL HYMN SEQUENCE 
  

Pastor: The Seventh Sunday of Easter is an “in between” time, being between Jesus’ departure 
 from this earth on His day of His ascension into heaven and the arrival of the promised 
 Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost yet to come. The disciples had been told to return to 
 Jerusalem to wait for the change brought by the Spirit that would come—and that is what 
 they did. There are times in our lives when we are waiting for the change from this earthly 
 life to our final destination in heaven to come. We live waiting, but in our waiting we live 
 knowing that it is well with our souls. That faith-filled kind of living is reflected in the hymn 
 “When Peace, like a River” written by Horatio Stafford after experiencing traumatic events 
 in his life. We sing the first stanza. 
  

HYMN        “When Peace, like a River”        [LSB 763; vs. 1]   Public Domain 
 

Vs. 1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 
When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

Refrain  It is well (It is well) 
with my soul, (with my soul),  
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
 

Pastor:  Soon after the death of his four year old son, the Great Chicago Fire ruined Horatio 
 Stafford’s finances. Following these terrible losses Stafford would set sail for England, but 
 at the last minute a change in plans meant his family would go ahead of him while he 
 remained in America. While crossing the Atlantic Ocean, the ship sank rapidly after a 
 collision with another sea vessel. All four of Spafford's daughters died. His wife Anna 
 survived and sent him the now famous telegram, "Saved alone …". Shortly afterwards, as 
 Spafford traveled to meet his grieving wife, he was inspired to write these words as his ship 
 passed near where his daughters had died. We sing these words as stanzas 2 & 3 of our hymn. 
  
HYMN       “When Peace, like a River”         [LSB 763; vs. 2 & 3]    Public Domain 
 

 

Vs. 2 Though Satan should buffet,  
though trials should come 

 Let this blest assurance control, 
 That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 

And hath shed His own blood for my soul. 

 
Refrain  It is well (It is well) 

   with my soul, (with my soul),  
   It is well, it is well with my soul. 

     

    Vs. 3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
    Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! (Refrain) 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Matthew 6:9-13  
 

Pastor:  Lord, remind us that it is well with our soul by remembering us in Your kingdom and 
 teaching us to pray. 
People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy  
 will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
        forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
   lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
           and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  

 BENEDICTION     Numbers 6:24–26 
 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 



  The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and  give you peace.               
People:    Amen. 
  

Pastor: In His High Priestly Prayer, Jesus says: “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have 
 given Me, may be with Me where I am.” (John 17:24). With our brother in faith, Horatio 
 Spafford, the people of God live in this world confident that the Lord will appear again. Until 
 that time when we finally see Jesus face to face let us sing our final stanza. 
 
CLOSING HYMN     “When Peace, like a River”        [LSB 763; vs. 4]    Public Domain 
 
Vs. 4  And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
     The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
     Even so it is well with my soul.  
 

Refrain  It is well (It is well) 
   with my soul, (with my soul),  
   It is well, it is well with my soul. 
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