
 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 18, 2021 -  8:00 AM 

 
AS WE GATHER 
Just two weeks since Easter, we remember the words of Jesus, “For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the 
belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.” This morning we 
begin a three week series studying the book of Jonah. Specifically, in Jonah’s Running, Restoration, and finally his 
Resentment we see a little bit of Jonah in each one of us. 
 
OPENING HYMN       “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing”   [LSB 475]     
 

Vs.1 Good Christian friends, rejoice and sing! 
Now is the triumph of our King! 
To all the world glad news we bring: 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Vs.2 The Lord of life is ris’n this day; 

Bring flow’rs of song to strew His way; 
Let all the world rejoice and say: 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Vs.3 Praise we in songs of victory 
That love, that life which cannot die, 
And sing with hearts uplifted high: 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 
Vs.4 Your name we bless, O risen Lord, 

And sing today with one accord 
The life laid down, the life restored: 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

 

© 1958, renewed 1986 Hymns Ancient and Modern Ltd.; admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012749. 
 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Pastor:     In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:   Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES   (Psalm 16:11b; 30:1–3) 
 

  

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
  

Pastor:    In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People:  at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
  

Pastor: I will extol You, O Lord, for You have drawn me up 
People:   and have not let my foes rejoice over me. 
  

Pastor:   O Lord my God, I cried to You for help, and You have healed me. 
People:   O Lord, You have brought up my soul from Sheol; You restored me to life from 
 among those who go down to the pit. 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION      (1 John 3:1; Psalm 30:4–5; 16:11b) 
 

Pastor:  “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
 God; and so we are.” Gracious Lord, by Your name You have called us Your own 
 children, and we are to pray, praise, and give thanks to You. 
People:  Yet we often choose not to see the love You have given to us, letting other things 
 of this world impede our vision of Your mercy and grace in Christ both for 
 ourselves and for others. Forgive us for the many times we, like Jonah, pursue the 
 opposite of Your will. 
  
Pastor:  We confess our sins to God in repentance, running from those things that lead us away, 
 turning back to You in the love You’ve shown in this moment of silence. 
  
Silence for reflection. 
  
Pastor: Almighty and ever-compassionate Lord, 
People:  we are by nature sinful and unclean. We confess our many failures as we have not 
 followed You joyfully and trustingly. We have not loved others as You have first 
 loved us, and our thoughts, words, and deeds have not been pleasing to You. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us to delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
 the glory of Your holy name. 
  
Pastor:   Sing praises to the Lord, O you His saints, 
People:  and give thanks to His holy name. 
  
Pastor:    For His anger is but for a moment, and His favor is for a lifetime. 
People:  Weeping may linger for the night, but joy comes with the morning. 
 

Pastor:  In Your presence there is fullness of joy; 
People:  at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
  
Pastor:   “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
 God; and so we are.” As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
 therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. As His children, may He keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit and grant 
 you a renewed life on earth and finally a triumphant life with Him in heaven forever, 
 through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People:   He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE                  “Children of the Heavenly Father”   [LSB 725 vs. 3 & 4]    

  

Vs.3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

Vs.4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 
God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

© Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012749. 
 

 
 

SALUTATION 
 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Pastor: Let us pray.  O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen  
 world. Grant to Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death,  
 perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and  
 reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
 



CONNECT TIME   
During this time please use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card online at  
www.trinitymerrill.com/live, text any prayer requests to 715-200-4546, and text your giving 
amount to 833-341-0335. You can also visit www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about 
other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. 

 
FIRST READING   Jonah 1:1-17         (Jonah is Thrown into the sea.) 

 

 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to 
 Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, for their evil has come up before me.” But 
 Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa 
 and found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went on board, to go with 
 them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the LORD. 
 

 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the 
 sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. Then the mariners were afraid, and each 
 cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to lighten 
 it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had lain down 
 and was fast asleep. So the captain came and said to him, “What do you mean, you 
 sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought to us, that we 
 may not perish.” 
 

 And they said to one another, “Come, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose 
 account this evil has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. Then 
 they said to him, “Tell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What is your 
 occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people 
 are you?” And he said to them, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the God of 
 heaven, who made the sea and the dry land.” Then the men were exceedingly afraid and 
 said to him, “What is this that you have done!” For the men knew that he was fleeing 
 from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 
 

 Then they said to him, “What shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down for us?” 
 For the sea grew more and more tempestuous. He said to them, “Pick me up and hurl 
 me into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that 
 this great tempest has come upon you.” Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to get back 
 to dry land, but they could not, for the sea grew more and more tempestuous against 
 them. Therefore they called out to the LORD, “O LORD, let us not perish for this man’s 
 life, and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it pleased you.” 
 So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its 
 raging. Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the 
 LORD and made vows. 
 

 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly 
 of the fish three days and three nights. 
 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

HOLY GOSPEL    Matthew 12:38–42  (The Sign of Jonah) 
 

Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twelfth chapter. 
People:   Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered him, saying, “Teacher, we wish to 
 see a sign from you.” But he answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks 



 for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For just as 
 Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of 
 Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will 
 rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for they repented at the 
 preaching of Jonah, and behold, something greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the 
 South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came 
 from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, something 
 greater than Solomon is here. 
 

 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 

 

SERMON HYMN                    “Come, You Faithful Raise the Strain”   [LSB 487]  Public domain. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Vs.1 Come, you faithful, raise the strain 
Of triumphant gladness! 
God has brought His Israel 
Into joy from sadness, 
Loosed from Pharaoh’s bitter yoke 
Jacob’s sons and daughters, 
Led them with unmoistened foot 
Through the Red Sea waters. 

 

Vs.2 ’Tis the spring of souls today: 
Christ has burst His prison 
And from three days’ sleep in death 
As a sun has risen; 
All the winter of our sins, 
Long and dark, is flying 
From His light, to whom is giv’n 
Laud and praise undying. 

 

Vs.3 Now the queen of seasons, bright 
With the day of splendor, 
With the royal feast of feasts 
Comes its joy to render; 
Comes to gladden faithful hearts 
Which with true affection 
Welcome in unwearied strain 
Jesus’ resurrection! 

 

Vs.4 For today among His own 
Christ appeared, bestowing 
His deep peace, which evermore 
Passes human knowing. 
Neither could the gates of death 
Nor the tomb’s dark portal 
Nor the watchers nor the seal 
Hold Him as a mortal. 

     Vs.5 Alleluia! Now we cry 
       To our King immortal, 
     Who, triumphant, burst the bars 
       Of the tomb’s dark portal. 
     Come, you faithful, raise the strain 
        Of triumphant gladness! 
     God has brought His Israel 
       Into joy from sadness! 

 
SERMON     
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
 

People:  I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 
  Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the 
 Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried; He 
 descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
 heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He 
 shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
 Christian Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
 resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen 
 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER                          Matthew 6:9-13
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy  
 will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
        forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
   lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
           and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

  
BENEDICTION     Hebrews 13:20–21; Numbers 6:24–26 

 

Pastor:  Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great 
 shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything 
 good that you may do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through 
 Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
People:  Amen. 
 

Pastor:   The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.              Numbers 6:24–26 
People:    Amen. 
  

 
 

CLOSING HYMN                      “The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done”   [LSB 464]              Public Domain 
 
Refrain Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

Vs.1 The strife is o’er, the battle done; 
Now is the victor’s triumph won; 
Now be the song of praise begun. 
    Alleluia! 

 

Vs.2 The pow’rs of death have done their worst, 
But Christ their legions hath dispersed. 
Let shouts of holy joy outburst. 
    Alleluia! 

 

Vs.3 The three sad days have quickly sped, 
He rises glorious from the dead. 
All glory to our risen Head! 
    Alleluia! 

 

Vs.4 He broke the age-bound chains of hell; 
The bars from heav’n’s high portals fell. 
Let hymns of praise His triumph tell. 
    Alleluia! 

 

   Vs.5 Lord, by the stripes which wounded Thee, 
   From death’s dread sting Thy servants free 
   That we may live and sing to Thee. 
       Alleluia! 

 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 
 

 

 
 

 


