
www.trinitymerrill.com 

 

 

 
 

THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
January 10, 2021 – 8:00 AM 

  
AS WE GATHER… Today the Christian church celebrates the Baptism of Jesus. Such a day is 
also a good time to remember our own Baptism. In Baptism, we are buried with Christ, the old has 
gone and the new has come. From the waters steps forth a new creation. Just as God spoke to the 
chaos of creation, so God speaks to us and declares us forgiven; a new creation. This morning we 
turn our attention to the conflict of creation by God’s word and the world’s teaching of evolution. At 
the heart of the conflict is our identity and the question: “Can we evolve?” If evolution exists, can 
we evolve spiritually? Can we grow to be more God like? In Jesus’ baptism we find our identity. We 
find our worth. In our Baptism, we are raised to new life as re-creations. As we are united to Christ 
in death, we will also be united with Him in resurrection when He returns and raises the dead.  
 
OPENING SONG          “All Who Believe and Are Baptized”   [LSB 601]                         Public Domain   
  

Vs.1 All who believe and are baptized 
Shall see the Lord’s salvation; 
Baptized into the death of Christ, 
They are a new creation. 
Through Christ’s redemption they shall stand 
Among the glorious, heav’nly band 
Of ev’ry tribe and nation. 

Vs.2 With one accord, O God, we pray: 
Grant us Your Holy Spirit. 
Help us in our infirmity 
Through Jesus’ blood and merit. 
Grant us to grow in grace each day 
That by this sacrament we may 
Eternal life inherit. 

 
INVOCATION 
  

Pastor:      In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:     Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES                  Genesis 1:1–2; Psalm 29:3–4 
  
Pastor:   In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
People: And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
  
Pastor:    And God said, “Let there be light.” 
People:  The voice of the Lord is over the waters. 
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Pastor:  The voice of the Lord is powerful. 
People:   The voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
  
Pastor:     The voice of the Lord reveals Jesus as His Son. 
People:   The voice of the Lord reveals we are His children too. 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

Pastor:   In Holy Baptism, each of us was baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. In Baptism, we were united with Christ. Yet, we have often 
lived as if we were entirely independent and autonomous. We have lived as if our 
identity were not in Jesus, but in our own selfish desires. Yet, our heavenly Father 
invites us to turn back to Him and ask for His forgiveness. 

  
Silence for reflection. 
  
Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 
People:  we confess that we are by nature sinful and have sinned against you in  

thought, word, and deed. On account of Jesus, forgive us, renew us, and unite 
us to Your name. 

  
Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you. In Baptism, you 

were united to Christ in both His death and resurrection. You were buried with Him, 
but also raised to walk in newness of life. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People:   Amen. We are dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
SALUTATION 
  

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:    And also with you. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Pastor:      Let us pray. Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, You 
proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all 
who are baptized in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors 
with Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Genesis 1:1-5     
  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters. 
 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, 
and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
first day. 

 

Pastor:           This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:         Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE    2 Corinthians 5:16-21   
     

From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we 
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, 
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world 
to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 

 

Pastor:           This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:         Thanks be to God. 
 
CONNECT TIME 

During this time please use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card online at   
www.trinitymerrill.com/live, text any prayer requests to 715-200-4546, and text your giving 
amount to 833-341-0335. You can also visit www.trinitymerrill.com/give to learn more about 
other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL    Mark 1:4–11   
 

Pastor:    The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
People:    Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going 
out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and 
ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I 
have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY     “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing”   [LSB 584]  
 

 Vs.1 Faith and truth and life bestowing, 
Open now the Scriptures, Lord, 
Seed to life eternal sowing, 
Scattered on the wind abroad. 
Let not hearts, Your Word receiving, 
Like a barren field be found, 

Choked with thorns and unbelieving, 
Shallow earth or stony ground. 

Vs.2 May the Spirit’s pow’r unceasing 
Bring to life the hidden grain, 
Daily in our hearts increasing, 
Bearing fruit that shall remain. 
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So in Scripture, song, and story, 
Savior, may Your voice be heard. 

Till our eyes behold Your glory 
 Give us ears to hear Your Word. 

 
                                                                   © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012749. 
 
 

SERMON       
 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED, ARTICLE ONE 
 

Pastor:  What is the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed? 
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Pastor: What does this mean? 
People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my 

body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, 
and still takes care of them. 

 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife 
and children, land, animals, and all I have.  He richly and daily provides me with 
all that I need to support this body and life. 
 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All  
this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit  
or worthiness in me.  For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and 
obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
+ HOLY COMMUNION + 

 
 

 
 

PREFACE 
  

Pastor:             The Lord be with you.                                                                                 [2 Timothy 4:22] 

People:            And also with you. 
  

Pastor:            Lift up your hearts.                                                                               [Colossians 3:1] 
People:          We lift them to the Lord. 
  

Pastor:            Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                     [Psalm 136] 
People:           It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
PROPER PREFACE 
 

Pastor:          It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for at His Baptism Your voice from heaven revealed Him as Your beloved Son, 
and the Holy Spirit descended on Him, confirming Him to be the Christ. Therefore, 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:" 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD                             Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

  
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                 Matthew 6:9–13 
 
                                                                                    
  

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
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lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 
 

Pastor:             The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:            Amen. 
 
   
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS       “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”     [LSB 394]               Public domain 
 
Vs.1 Songs of thankfulness and praise, 

Jesus, Lord, to Thee we raise, 
Manifested by the star 
To the sages from afar, 
Branch of royal David’s stem 
In Thy birth at Bethlehem: 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest. 

 

Vs.2 Manifest at Jordan’s stream, 
Prophet, Priest, and King supreme; 
And at Cana wedding guest 
In Thy Godhead manifest; 
Manifest in pow’r divine, 
Changing water into wine; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest. 

 

Vs.3 Manifest in making whole 
Palsied limbs and fainting soul; 
Manifest in valiant fight, 
Quelling all the devil’s might; 
Manifest in gracious will, 
Ever bringing good from ill; 
Anthems be to Thee addressed, 
God in man made manifest. 

 

Vs.4 Sun and moon shall darkened be, 
Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee; 
Christ will then like lightning shine, 
All will see His glorious sign; 
All will then the trumpet hear, 
All will see the Judge appear; 
Thou by all wilt be confessed, 
God in man made manifest. 

Vs.5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, 
Present in Thy holy Word— 
Grace to imitate Thee now 
And be pure, as pure art Thou; 
That we might become like Thee 
At Thy great epiphany 
And may praise Thee, ever blest, 
God in man made manifest. 

 
                                                  “As with Gladness Men of Old”     [LSB 397]                                    Public Domain 
 

Vs.1 As with gladness men of old 
Did the guiding star behold; 
As with joy they hailed its light, 
Leading onward, beaming bright; 
So, most gracious Lord, may we 
Evermore be led by Thee. 

 
Vs.2 As with joyful steps they sped, 

Savior, to Thy lowly bed, 
There to bend the knee before 
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore; 

So may we with willing feet 
Ever seek Thy mercy seat. 

 

Vs.3 As they offered gifts most rare 
At Thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 

 
Vs.4 Holy Jesus, ev’ry day 

Keep us in the narrow way; 
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And when earthly things are past, 
Bring our ransomed souls at last 

Where they need no star to guide, 
Where no clouds Thy glory hide. 

 
Vs.5 In the heav’nly country bright 

Need they no created light; 
Thou its light, its joy, its crown, 
Thou its sun which goes not down; 
There forever may we sing 
Alleluias to our King. 

 
 

                                          “The People That in Darkness Sat”    [LSB 412]                       Public Domain 
 

Vs.1 The people that in darkness sat 
A glorious light have seen; 
The light has shined on them who long 
In shades of death have been, 
In shades of death have been. 

 

Vs.2 To hail Thee, Sun of Righteousness, 
The gath’ring nations come; 
They joy as when the reapers bear 
Their harvest treasures home, 
Their harvest treasures home. 

 

Vs.3 To us a Child of hope is born, 
To us a Son is giv’n, 
And on His shoulder ever rests 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 
All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 

 

Vs.4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 
The Everlasting Lord, 
The Wonderful, the Counselor, 
The God by all adored, 
The God by all adored. 

 

Vs.5 His righteous government and pow’r 
Shall over all extend; 
On judgment and on justice based, 
His reign shall have no end, 
His reign shall have no end. 

 

Vs.6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 
And make us Thine alone, 
Who with the Father ever art 
And Holy Spirit, one, 
And Holy Spirit, one. 

 

DISMISSAL BLESSING 
 

Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen and preserve you in 
the one true faith until life everlasting. 

People:  Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor:  Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would  
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one  
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and  
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
  

Pastor:    The Lord bless you and keep you. 
  The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
  The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.                      Numbers 6:24–26 

People:   Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN                               “Thy Strong Word”             [LSB 578; vs. 1 & 6]      
 
   Vs.1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

At Thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank Thee, 
While Thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia without end! 

Vs.6 God the Father, light-creator, 
To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
Praise the holy Trinity! 

© 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012749. 
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