
 

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Miraculous and Simple 

August 2, 2020  
 AS WE GATHER 
Miracles tend to be big things in our minds. But the miracles Jesus does are more often tied to the 
simple things of ordinary life—like food! Jesus provides the simple things of life in miraculous ways. 
That is one of the things the five thousand learned when Jesus took a light lunch and fed 
thousands. It also confronts us here in simple water that becomes the means to new and 
everlasting life, or in simple bread and wine that feeds us the flesh and blood of Christ, or in 
efficacious words that accomplish what they say. But this is also true in our daily lives, as our Good 
Shepherd supplies all our needs of body and soul. 
 

OPENING HYMN   “Glorious Things of You Are Spoken”   [LSB 648]   Public domain 

Vs.1 Glorious things of you are spoken, 
    Zion, city of our God; 
He whose word cannot be broken 
    Formed you for His own abode. 
On the Rock of Ages founded, 
    What can shake your sure repose? 
With salvation’s walls surrounded, 
    You may smile at all your foes. 

Vs.2 See, the streams of living waters, 
    Springing from eternal love, 
Well supply your sons and daughters 
    And all fear of want remove. 
Who can faint while such a river 
    Ever will their thirst assuage? 
Grace, which like the Lord, the giver, 
    Never fails from age to age. 

Vs.3 Round each habitation hov’ring, 
    See the cloud and fire appear 
For a glory and a cov’ring, 
    Showing that the Lord is near. 
Thus deriving from their banner 
    Light by night and shade by day, 
Safe they feed upon the manna 
    Which God gives them on their way. 

Vs.4 Savior, since of Zion’s city 
    I through grace a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 
    I will glory in Your name. 
Fading are the world’s vain pleasures,  
    All their boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasures 
    None but Zion’s children know. 

 

INVOCATION 
Pastor:      In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People:        Amen. 



  

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
  

Pastor:        If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
People:    But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins 

and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

 Silence for self-examination. 

Pastor:         Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
People:        Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present 
and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 
walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

  

Pastor:     Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People:      Amen. 

HYMN OF PRAISE    “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”  [LSB 633; vs. 1 & 2]  Public domain 

Vs.1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

Vs.2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 
Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

Pastor:    The Lord remembered us in our low estate, 
People:    His steadfast love endures forever; 
  

Pastor:       He rescued us from our foes, 
People:  His steadfast love endures forever; 
  

Pastor:   He gives food to all flesh, 
People:  His steadfast love endures forever; 
  

Pastor:  give thanks to the God of heaven, 
People:   His steadfast love endures forever. 
  

Pastor:   May the God who began this good work within you bring it to completion on the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The peace of the Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
  

Pastor:    Let us pray. O blessed Lord, You are hidden in things simple and ordinary, but Your 
grace is never anything less than miraculous. Grant to us grace that we recognize 
Your hand of blessing supplying us all that we need for this body and life and for our 
eternal salvation through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and teach us to receive 



them with gratitude and peace in our hearts; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People:   Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING  Isaiah 55:1–5    (Come, all who hunger and thirst, and the Lord will 
satisfy you with all that you need.) 

 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no money, come, 
buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you 
spend your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy? Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich 
food. Incline your ear, and come to me; hear, that your soul may live; and I will make 
with you an everlasting covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. Behold, I made 
him a witness to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. Behold, you 
shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall run 
to you, because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, for he has 
glorified you. 

 

Pastor:   These are the works of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
  
EPISTLE       Romans 9:1–5    (Paul anguishes over the people of Israel.) 
 

I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience bears me witness in 
the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I 
could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my 
brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong 
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to the flesh, 
is the Christ who is God over all, blessed forever.  Amen. 
 

Pastor:  These are the works of the Lord. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Abby Currao, Director of Christian Education (DCE) Intern 
  
CONNECT TIME 

During this time please use your mobile device to fill out the Connect Card 
online: www.trinitymerrill.com/live, text any prayer requests to 715-200-4546, and text 
your giving amount to 833-341-0335. You can also visit www.trinitymerrill.com/give to 
learn more about other ways to support the ministries at Trinity. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 14:13–21    (Jesus feeds the five thousand, and all were satisfied.) 
 

Pastor:     The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 
People:    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew from there in a boat to 
a desolate place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. 
 

When he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on them  
and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples came to him and  
said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now over; send the crowds away to go 
into the villages and buy food for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not  
go away; you give them something to eat.” They said to him, “We have only  



five loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” Then he ordered 
the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking the five loaves and the two fish,  
he looked up to heaven and said a blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and 
were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 
And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

 Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY           “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”   [LSB 774] 
 

Feed Thy children, God most holy; 
Comfort sinners poor and lowly. 

O Thou Bread of Life from heaven, 
Bless the food Thou here hast given! 

As these gifts the body nourish, 
May our souls in graces flourish 

Till with saints in heav’nly splendor 
At Thy feast due thanks we render. 

 
© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100012749. 

 
. 

SERMON     Miraculous and Simple 

 APOSTLES’ CREED 
 People: I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of 
the Virgin Mary; Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was 
buried; He descended into hell; The third day He rose again from the dead; He 
ascended into heaven And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the 
Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH & THE LORD’S PRAYER   Matthew 6:9–13 
 

Pastor:         Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray, 
People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  Thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICAMUS 
  

Pastor:    Let us bless the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 
  
 
 
 
 



BENEDICTION 
 

Pastor:         The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.                 Numbers 6:24–26 

People:     Amen. 
  
CLOSING HYMN          “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   [LSB 633; vs. 5-8]   Public domain 
 
Vs.5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 

Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 
Vs.6 Now no more can death appall, 

Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 

Vs.7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 
Vs.8 Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia!  
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